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TO CORRESPONDENTS AND SUBSCRIBERS. 


Tue present editor of the “ American JouRNAL oF Puar- 
MACY,” in undertaking the duties which have devolved upon 
him, is not unconscious of the difficulties which have been 
encountered by the gentlemen who have preceded him in this 
capacity, and against which he will still have to contend. The 
zealous and enlightened individuals who first projected and 
subsequently carried into execution the establishment of a pe- 
riodical publication, devoted to the diffusion of knowledge 
upon Pharmacy, Medicine, and the collateral branches of 
Science, were fully impressed with the necessity of render- 
ing accessible the vast stores of information contained in fo- 
reign publications, devoted to similar objects, and also of 
possessing the means by which native talent and industry 
might communicate the discoveries and improvements made 
at home. They foresaw and anticipated the wants of the 
profession, and may be be termed the pioneers of a reform 
which has commenced within the immediate influence of their 
operations, and will extend to the extreme limits of our land. 
The happy result of this anxious desire and well planned en- 
deavour to extend correct knowledge upon all subjects con- 
nected with Pharmacy and Medicine, or having a bearing 
upon them either directly or indirectly, being no longer 
doubtful, it becomes a matter of honest pride and congratula- 
tion to the promoters of this praiseworthy effort, that it has 
so far been crowned with success; and that it has called forth 


the approving comments of our transatlantic cotemporaries. 
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Vili. INTRODUCTION 


The “Journal of Pharmacy,” issued by the authority and 
under the auspices of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, 
from the stand it has taken abroad and the position it holds in 
the United States, may be justly entitled to consideration as a 
National work. Established mainly by the personal efforts of 
the lamented Dr. Bensamin E x is and his associates of the 
College, and since so ably sustained by his successor, Dr. R. 
E. Grirriru, it has continued gradually increasing in reputa- 
tion and usefulness, and the effects of its influence are becom- 
ing daily more apparent. The extension of enlightened views 
in every department of science and every liberal pursuit, de- 
manding the constant exercise of mental labour and ingenuity, 
is more appreciated in this country than formerly. A corres- 
ponding impulse has been communicated to the profession of 
Pharmacy; and there is no doubt, that the day will soon be 
hailed, when there will exist no just foundation for the charge, 
but recently made against us, “ that Pharmacy, which has so 
greatly contributed to augment chemical discoveries, and to 
enrich medicine with a host of new remedies, is considered 
rather as a business than a scientific profession.”” The agency 
capable of being exercised by the Journal in hastening this 
period, will be acknowledged by all; and it is of the utmost 
importance, in the present crisis of affairs, to sustain it upon 
the footing which it has already obtaiped; while at the same 
time, most vigorous efforts should be made to augment its 
sphere of influence. A review of its past career affords full 
encouragement to those who are deeply interested in its suc- 
cess, to look forward to a further increase of the patronage 
which it has acquired; and the sustaining hand of the public 
must be extended to render it efficient in furthering the inte- 
rests of the profession with which it is inseparably connected. 
The obstacles which have laid in its path have, happily, not 
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INTRODUCTION. ix. 


been insuperable, but have yielded to the determined resolu- 
tion to persevere in the cause of good. What has been accom- 
plished, is but an incentive to increased exertion, which is 
rendered much more obligatory, from the evidence which ex- 
ists of the beneficial operation already produced by its con- 
tinuance. 

The Journal will be conducted, as far as is practicable, from 
the nature and supply of matter, upon the plan which has been 
adopted by the last editor. 

To assist us in the support and accomplishment of a work, 
which has for its ends the improvement of useful knowledge, 
we now call upon those who have hitherto assisted in the un- 
dertaking, and who are capable of affording us aid, to contri- 
bute to the endeavour to demonstrate that Americans are not 
behind the age, either in will or ability, to be ranked among 
the benefactors of mankind. 

Upon the display and full exertion of native talent does the 
future standing of the Journal, in a great measure, depend; 
and while no labour or sacrifice will be avoided by those 
upon whose industry the immediate duty of superintendence 
is imposed, it is equally important that those who are compe- 
tent should aid the efforts of the Editor and Publishing Com- 
mittee. 


January 1837 
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